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COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

A study of the science of psychol ogy; its methods, concepts and
theories, including the topic areas of: (1) brain, consciousness and
perceptual processes; (2) learning and nenory; (3) thought and

| anguage; (4) notivation and enotion. Psychol ogical concepts and
theories will be studied with a view towards how they can be applied
to enhance the student's understandi ng of psychol ogi cal adaptation and
the causes and consequences of hunman behavi our.

COURSE OBJECTI VES

To be able to critically discuss and denonstrate, through oral and
witten responses, an understandi ng of:

1) the methods, concepts and theories of the science of psychol ogy
2) the human brain, consciousness and perceptual processes

3) the principles of human |earning, nmenory, thought and | anguage
4) the basic principles of human enotion and notivational processes

5) how psychol ogical concepts and theories can be applied towards
enhancing our understanding of the causes and consequences of
human behavi our

TEXTBOOKS

I ntroduction to Psychol ogy. Second Edition.
Plotnik, R, Random House, 1989

NOTE: Addi tional readings and student view ngs of audio-visual
materials will be assigned during the course, at the discretion of the
i nstructor. The exact dates of tests referred to in the "Syllabus”
section will be announced in class. Students will also be responsible
for understandi ng audi o-visual, lecture and class discussion mteria
presented during the course.

NOTE: To help you succeed in this course (and others) please read
Modul es #18 and #19 Dbefore starting section #1 readings. Thi s
informati on about how your nenory works, really can help you to
i Mprove your nenory.

SYLLABUS

Topics - Section #1 (assigned readings)

Chapter 1 - (Mdules 1, 2, & 3)
- discovering and defining psychol ogy, theories and research
met hods, determ ni ng causes of behavi our
Chapter 2 - (Mddules 5 & 6)
- basic organization of the nervous system
- brain function, damage and recovery
TEST #1 Date T.B. A (approximately 1/4 point of the senester)

covering all of section #1 assigned readings
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Topics - Section #2 (assigned readings)

Chapter 4 (Modul es 10, 11 and 12)
- perception
- interaction of heredity and | earning

- expectations, perceptual sets, sublimnal perception and
E.S.P

Chapter 5 - (Mddules 13, 14 and 15)
- states of awareness
- consci ousness, sleep and dream ng
- hypnosi s, drugs and awareness

TEST #2 Date T.B. A (approximately 1/2 point of the senester
covering all of section #2 assigned readi ngs

Topics - Section #3 (assigned readings)

Chapter 6

(Modules 16 & 17)

- learning

- classical and operant conditioning

- generalization, discrimnation, extinction and puni shment

Chapter 7 - (Mdules 18 & 19)
- renmenbering and forgetting
- nenory processes and stages

- retrieval, organi zation of menory and reasons @ for
forgetting
TEST #3 Date T.B. A (approximately at the 3/4 point of the

senmester) covering all of section #3 assigned readi ngs

Topics - Section #4 (assigned readings)

Chapter 8 - (Mdules 21 and 22)
- thought and | anguage
Chapter 9 - (Mdules 23, 24, and 25)
- notivation and enotion; theories and research
TEST #4 Date T.B.A. at the end of the senester covering all of

section #4 assigned readings.

| NSTRUCTI ONAL  METHODOLOGY

Student learning will be facilitated by Ilectures, class discussions
and audi o-vi sual presentations.
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EVALUATI ON

Students wll be responsible for regular attendance and class
participation in all areas of the course as outlined and for all

readi ngs assignnents and tests as requested. The course curricul um

and evaluation system can be nodified at the discretion of the
i nstructor.

NOTE: Students unable to wite tests as regularly schedul ed nust:

1. notify the instructor as soon as possible to make
alternative testing arrangenents and

2. be prepared to docunent (i.e. physician's note) their
need for special arrangenents.

THE FI NAL COURSE GRADE W LL BE DETERM NED AS FOLLOWE:

Section #1 Test 25%
Section #2 Test 25;%
Section #3 Test %gé)
Section #4 Test °

TOTAL 100%

A grade of A+, A B, C or Rw
h

be awarded upon conpletion of all of
the course, in accordance wt

[
the grading policy of Sault Coll ege.

A+ = 90 - 100%
A =80 - 89%
B =70 - 79%
C =60 - 69%
R = bel ow 60%



